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EXPLORATION INCENTIVE SCHEME 

Statement 

HON JACQUI BOYDELL (Mining and Pastoral — Deputy Leader of the National Party) [9.42 pm]: I rise 
tonight to quickly bring the attention of members of the house to an exceptionally important program, particularly 
for members of the Mining and Pastoral Region, the exploration incentive scheme. I have met with key 
stakeholders in the resources and mining industries and talked about how beneficial the scheme has been, 
particularly for the small to medium miners. In discussions with me about their concerns for the exploration 
incentive scheme, they wanted to highlight the benefits to the industry and the state that they feel members of this 
house should be made aware of.  

The exploration incentive scheme was introduced in 2009. It was initially funded by the royalties for regions 
program. It is currently funded by the Department of Mines and Petroleum. The scheme’s main aim is to stimulate 
increased private sector resource exploration leading to new mineral and energy discoveries. The industry is well 
aware of how it has been able to develop and that new stakeholders have been able to come on board in the mining 
sector because of the exploration incentive scheme. Since its inception, the EIS has offered co-funding to more 
than 650 Western Australian projects. That is an incredible number of projects, and it is something the industry is 
very keen to see continue. There are a number of projects in my electorate that I want to highlight, including 
Tropicana gold project north-east of Kalgoorlie; Camelwood nickel project at Fisher East, which is north-east of 
Leinster; Yeneena copper project in the Paterson province; McIntosh graphite project in the east Kimberley; Dusk 
til Dawn gold discovery in the north-east Yilgarn; and Nova–Bollinger nickel project in the Fraser Range east of 
Norseman, which might just be a little out of my electorate now, given the electoral boundary redistribution. 
Members can see the broad range of projects spread across the state that have benefited from the exploration 
incentive scheme. At a time when the government is certainly talking about economic opportunities within regional 
areas, I fully support that; I really do. I really would like the exploration incentive scheme to continue to provide 
the communities in the Mining and Pastoral electorate in particular with opportunities for job creation and for 
people to choose to live with their families in the regions, which is very beneficial to the state. 

I was a bit concerned to hear Senator Hon Matt Canavan’s recent announcement that the federal government’s 
exploration development incentive scheme, which is a similar scheme that has run since 2014, was actually going 
to cease. I spoke to Matt Canavan about a month ago about the federal government’s exploration development 
incentive scheme. He suggested during the Association of Mining and Exploration Companies convention in 
Western Australia, at a lunch at which he was a guest speaker, that he would take some of the stories he had heard 
from the industry in Western Australia back to Canberra and reconsider a way in which the exploration 
development incentive scheme, from a federal perspective, might be able to continue. I look forward to seeing 
what form that will continue in, but I was very grateful to be able to meet with the senator and to have him 
understand the unique environment and geology in Western Australia in which our miners operate. It is fair to say 
that he went away with a greater understanding of the expectations of the industry here, particularly from his 
involvement at the AMEC convention. I will continue to converse with him on that issue. I hope that he continues 
to progress a way in which the federal government, as well as the state government, can continue to support the 
mining sector. 

I will close by just saying that in a difficult investment and economic environment, the exploration incentive 
scheme is one area that does assist industry; it creates revenue for the state, it creates jobs and it creates an 
opportunity for families to live regionally. It is a great thing that I hope the government will continue to support. 
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